
Hnitcd ~tJtcs ~C11Jtc
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Septemocr 29, 2011

Hon. Julius Gcnachowski
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Sire!.:!. SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

The nivcrsal Service Fund (USF) and inlCTcarrier compensation policics have helped bring
telecommunications services to every comer of this country and to Americans that would
otherwise be unable to afford service. Ilowcvcr. as communications technologies evolve. these
programs arc in serious need of reform if they are 10 continue to provide access to critical
communications services for underscrvcd communities.

We believe Ihe Federal Communications Commission (FCC) needs to enact reforms that allow
all Americans - particularly those in rcmote rural areas - access 10 various broadband
technologies. In today" s knowledge based economy. broadband service is not just an opportunity
for economic growth. il is a necessity. Reforming the Universal Service round to promote the
build·ollt of broadband infrastructure will help bring Ihis crucial technology to more Americans.
provided it can be done in a way that is both fiscally responsible and sustainable. Any reforms
muSI work to end inellicient subsidies and to focus available funds into areas whcre SUPP0rl is
needed to deploy and maintain affordable. high·qualilY broadband services.

r-"lany stakeholders have already weighed in on this issue, and we encourage lhe FCC to examine
their suggestions and proposals carefully when proposing reforms. In particular. Amcrica's
Broadband Connectivity Plan (ABC) and the proposal by the Joint Rural Association together
appear to represent a framework that the Commission can lise while crafting responsible
Universal Service Fund high-cost support and il11ercarrrier compensation reforms in a broadband
environment.

We support the efforts of the FCC to bring broadband service to communities across the nited
Stales. and we encourage the Commission to carefully consider industry proposals tl1m
accomplish the goals of reform and that lead to more fiscally responsible, sustainable. and
efTective programs. As part oflhis etTort. we encourage the Commission to adopt a USF and
imercarrier compensation polic)' that encourages fairness and ccrtainty with respect to access
charges. maintains the key clements of the ABC and Joint Rural Association frmnc\\"ork, and thaI
lakes advantage of thc compctitivc marketplace and the wide range of broadband tcchnologies.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look lorward to working with yOll further to bring
broadband technology to more Amcricans.
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Senator On-in G. Hatch

Sincerely,

Senator Jolm Thune



.JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

November 17,2011

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch
United States Senate
104 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Hatch:

Thank you very much for your letter regarding the Commission's efforts to reform and
modernize the Universal Service Fund (USF) and the intercarrier compensation system (ICC).
Your thoughts and concerns were a valuable contribution to our process, and were considered as
part of the Commission's deliberations.

On October 27, after many years of hard work on Capitol Hill, among the FCC's
Commissioners, and by Commission staff, the Commission unanimously adopted a
comprehensive Order overhauling the broken and backward-looking USF and ICC systems for
the Internet age. By transitioning these programs to the Connect America Fund, we are
delivering on our shared national goal of universal voice and broadband service - including
universal mobile voice and broadband service - and enabling increased private sector investment
in the indispensable infrastructure ofthe 21 st century: broadband. Importantly, our reforms are
fiscally responsible, eliminating waste and inefficiency, using market-based mechanisms to
target support where it is needed, and putting the Fund on a firm budget.

The Commission's Order will create jobs beginning in 2012, and lay the foundation for
enduring job creation, economic growth, and U.S. global competitiveness for years to come.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Order's "Executive Summary."
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12ll-i STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 • 202-418-1000



-..JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

November 17, 2011

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar
United States Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Klobuchar:

Thank you very much for your letter regarding the Commission's efforts to reform and
modernize the Universal Service Fund (USF) and the intercarrier compensation system (ICC).
Your thoughts and concerns were a valuable contribution to our process, and were considered as
part of the Commission's deliberations.

On October 27, after many years of hard work on Capitol Hill, among the FCC's
Commissioners, and by Commission staff, the Commission unanimously adopted a
comprehensive Order overhauling the broken and backward-looking USF and ICC systems for
the Internet age. By transitioning these programs to the Connect America Fund, we are
delivering on our shared national goal of universal voice and broadband service - including
universal mobile voice and broadband service - and enabling increased private sector investment
in the indispensable infrastructure of the 21 st century: broadband. Importantly, our reforms are
fiscally responsible, eliminating waste and inefficiency, using market-based mechanisms to
target support where it is needed, and putting the Fund on a firm budget.

The Commission's Order will create jobs beginning in 2012, and lay the foundation for
enduring job creation, economic growth, and U.S. global competitiveness for years to come.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Order's "Executive Summary."
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12m STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 • 202-418-1000



JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

November 17,2011

The Honorable Jerry Moran
United States Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Moran:

Thank you very much for your letter regarding the Commission's efforts to reform and
modernize the Universal Service Fund (USF) and the intercarrier compensation system (ICC).
Your thoughts and concerns were a valuable contribution to our process, and were considered as
part of the Commission's deliberations.

On October 27, after many years of hard work on Capitol Hill, among the FCC's
Commissioners, and by Commission staff, the Commission unanimously adopted a
comprehensive Order overhauling the broken and backward-looking USF and ICC systems for
the Internet age. By transitioning these programs to the Connect America Fund, we are
delivering on our shared national goal of universal voice and broadband service - including
universal mobile voice and broadband service - and enabling increased private sector investment
in the indispensable infrastructure of the 21 5t century: broadband. Importantly, our reforms are
fiscally responsible, eliminating waste and inefficiency, using market-based mechanisms to
target support where it is needed, and putting the Fund on a firm budget.

The Commission's Order will create jobs beginning in 2012, and lay the foundation for
enduring job creation, economic growth, and U.S. global competitiveness for years to come.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Order's "Executive Summary."
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12TH STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 • 202-418-1000



JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

November 17,2011

The Honorable Jon Tester
United States Senate
.724 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Tester:

Thank you very much for your letter regarding the Commission's efforts to reform and
modernize the Universal Service Fund (USF) and the intercarrier compensation system (ICC).
Your thoughts and concerns were a valuable contribution to our process, and were considered as
part of the Commission's deliberations.

On October 27, after many years of hard work on Capitol Hill, among the FCC's
Commissioners, and by Commission staff, the Commission unanimously adopted a
comprehensive Order overhauling the broken and backward-looking USF and ICC systems for
the Internet age. By transitioning these programs to the Connect America Fund, we are
delivering on our shared national goal of universal voice and broadband service - including
universal mobile voice and broadband service - and enabling increased private sector investment
in the indispensable infrastructure of the 21 st century: broadband. Importantly, our reforms are
fiscally responsible, eliminating waste and inefficiency, using market-based mechanisms to
target support where it is needed, and putting the Fund on a firm budget.

The Commission's Order will create jobs beginning in 2012, and lay the foundation for
enduring job creation, economic growth, and U.S. global competitiveness for years to come.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Order's "Executive Summary."
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure

445 12n-t STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 • 202-418-1000
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